
World Literature and Writing Skills 2016-2017                         Tutor – Cynthia Griffin 
(615) 414-2974                                                                       cynthiagriffin@comcast.net 
 
Tuition: $480.00 for Thursday 90-minute class 
Fees: $50.00 [Copy: $20.00 & Rental: $30.00]   

       
Course Overview:  
This course challenges high school students to consider the flow of human ideas throughout the centuries, 
to learn to discern worldviews of authors, and to understand the development of various forms of 
literature.  The average study time for this course is 6-8 hours per week. After finishing the summer reading 
assignments, student read texts in chronological order. The Academy Tutorial primarily offers this course to 
sophomores; younger students may not understand how to interpret some of the mature content of the 
reading assignments.  The rental fee covers the tutor-provided out-of-print text Western Literature: Themes 
and Writers, Short Story folder, Essay Folder, Summer Binder, Parent Binder and the World Literature 
Binder. 
 
Literature covered in this course: Shakespeare Alive!, Cry, the Beloved Country, The Iliad, Oedipus Rex, Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight, Macbeth, “A Modest Proposal”, Pride and Prejudice, Frankenstein, A Tale of 
Two Cities, A Doll’s House, The Metamorphosis, The Secret Sharer, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, 
various poems, essays, and short stories. Readings include fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama by English-
speaking authors as well as translations of major works of literature by European authors whose original 
languages include Greek, Latin, Norwegian, Russian, and German.  The tutor trains students to analyze and 
discuss literature using the vocabulary of literary criticism. Compiling a Literary Binder and completing 
Literature Logs of the primary readings are additional requirements.  
 

The Writing Skills portion of the class includes proactive instruction for each writing assignment.  The 
method varies from week-to-week: large group lecture, small group brainstorming and presentations, and 
peer review. 
 
Weekly quizzes are to be completed at home before Thursday. Parents are responsible to partner with their 
students by overseeing weekly quizzes, proofreading writing assignments, proctoring Take-Home tests, and 
discussing the reading selections.  
 
The Summer Binder, distributed in May, clarifies summer assignments and lists ISBN numbers for required 
texts.  

Summer Reading: Read Shakespeare Alive! 
First Assignment: Read Cry, the Beloved Country 

 
Additional Tutoring for Writing Assignments 
Private Tutoring: Students can schedule individual help in writing instruction organization, logic, and 
editing of essays. Fee: $15.00 per half-hour / $30 per hour on Thursdays. I also have Tuesday availability at 
my house.  
 
Traditional Peer Review Writing Lab (minimum of 4 students): If several students want to meet for a 
traditional group Writing Lab on a weekly basis, I have the following times available on Thursdays: 8:00, 

12:30, and 1:30. I am also willing to schedule a Tuesday group at my house. Fee: $200 for 32 weeks. 


