
Government & Economics 
Course Outline and Objectives 

 
Instructor: David R. Shepherd 
           davidrshepherd@gmail.com 
           615.476-3297 (Mobile) 
 
Texts:  “Magruder’s American Government” – 2008 Edition 
  Prentice-Hall 
  ISBN# 0133653315 

This text is available from various internet book retailers at a cost of 
around $57.00.  Follet is one good place to look. Used ones may be 
available online as well. 
 
Junior Achievement Economics Text and Study Guide Set 
These will be provided at a cost to the student of only $16.00 per 
set.  Money for these books needs to be paid at the beginning of the 
Fall semester to Mr. Shepherd so books can be ordered from Junior 
Achievement. 
 
“Kingdoms in Conflict’ by Charles Colson 
Zondervan Publishing House 
Trade paper edition ISBN# 0-310-39771-5 
This book is available from Logos Bookstore in Green Hills at a 20% 
discount to students taking this course, can be obtained from 
previous students of this class or on the internet from used book 
dealers. 
 
“Prosperity and Poverty:  The Compassionate Use of Resources in 
a World of Scarcity” by E. Calvin Beisner 
Crossway Books 
Trade paper edition ISBN# 0-89107-499-6 
This book is available from Logos Bookstore in Green Hills at a 20% 
discount to student taking this course, can be obtained from 
previous students of this class or on the internet from used book 
dealers. 

 
 
 



 
 
“A Christian Manifesto” by Francis Schaeffer 
Crossway Books 
Trade paper edition ISBN# 0-89107-233-0 
This book is available from Logos Bookstore in Green Hills at a 20% 
discount to students taking this course, can be obtained from 
previous students of this class, or on the internet from used book 
dealers. 
 
“Whatever Happened to Penny Candy?” – Fourth Edition by 
Richard J. Maybury 
Bluestocking Press 
Trade paper edition ISBN# 0-9426-1731-2 
This book is available from Logos Bookstore in Green Hills at a 20% 
discount to students taking this course, can be obtained from 
previous students of this class or on the internet from used book 
dealers. 
 

Overview: The first semester will cover government.  Students will be 
expected to complete weekly reading and study sheet assignments.  
Reading assignments from the Magruder’s text will be 
supplemented weekly by reading material drawn from Colson’s 
Kingdoms in Conflict.  Students will learn: 

 
• The general purpose and role of government 
• The basics of the American system of government 
• Principles from the U.S. Constitution 
• The basics of the American judicial system 
• The relationship of the political parties to the political 

process 
• Principles of political activism 
• The roles of the executive and legislative branches of 

government 
• How a bill becomes law 
• Principles of American foreign policy 
• How Tennessee state government works 
• A Christian worldview perspective of government 

 



The class may take one day, if scheduling permits, during the 
second semester to visit the Tennessee state legislature to observe 
how state government works.  Students will also write an essay on 
Schaeffer’s A Christian Manifesto. 
 
The second semester will cover economics.  Students will be 
required to complete weekly reading and study sheet assignments 
from the JA Economics text and study guide.  Students will also 
read and complete assignments from the book, Prosperity and 
Poverty.  Students will learn: 
 

• The basics principles of economics 
• The way the American system works 
• The relationship between supply and demand 
• The basics of launching and financing a business 
• The way production and productivity operate 
• How firms compete 
• The roles of the labor force and government 
• Aspects of other economics systems 
• A Christian worldview perspective of economics 

 
Students will write an essay on the book, Whatever Happened to 
Penny Candy? 
 
During each semester, students will: 
 

• Be given weekly homework assignments in written form 
• Need to spend approximately 5-6 hours of study time 

each week with their assignments 
• Take two tests that will be administered by parents.  Test 

questions will be selected verbatim from among the 
questions on weekly study and review sheets provided 
by the instructor. One test will be proctored by the tutor 
in class at the end of each semester. 

• Be expected to take class seriously and keep up with 
their weekly assignments.  Parents will be expected to 
oversee their students’ work and hold them accountable 
for completing their assignments on time. 
 

  



 
Other Notes: 

    
Late Assignment Policy:  Students are expected to turn in 
assignments to the instructor in class on the day they are 
due. Assignments turned in late will receive a deduction of 
five points a day beginning the day it is due until the 
assignment is turned in. For extenuating circumstances, 
parents may inform the instructor ahead of time by email 
that a student will be unable to the meet the deadline and 
avoid any late assignment penalties. Students who are 
chronically late or who are habitually irresponsible in 
handling their assignments may be dismissed from the 
class with no refunding of tuition. 
 
The instructor’s business travel plans may require that a 
class be covered by a substitute tutor qualified to teach the 
class.  There may be occasions that require class times to be 
rearranged to accommodate the instructor’s schedule.  There 
is an outside possibility that a missed lecture will not be 
made up by the instructor. 

 
 Factors that determine how grades will be compiled for this 

course include: 
 

• Grades for weekly study sheets 
• Turning assignments in on time 
• Test scores 
• Book essays grades 

 
 
 
Updated 1.7.2019 


