
 British Literature Survey and Composition 

The British Lit course is a chronological survey of British Literature that fulfills the required 
high school credit for English IV. It begins with the Anglo-Saxon period and ends with the 
twentieth century and covers the works of 12 novelists, 10 short story writers, 3 playwrights and 
47 poets.  The British Lit Survey will meet for one hour each week.  Students will write three 
point papers on selected pieces of literature. 

Instructor: Cherie Shepherd   Phone: (615) 569-2625   Email: cherieshepherd@gmail.com 

British Lit Survey  

Tuition: $352 Copy and Book Rental Fees: $40 

Text: England in Literature, Seventh Edition 

Summer reading assignment: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and The Confession of 
Saint Patrick and Patrick’s Letter to Coroticus (available in the public domain online)  

In addition to the text, we will read a number of classics including: 

Beowulf 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  
Portions of The Canterbury Tales 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
Renaissance poetry 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
Poetry of Shelley, Byron, and Keats 
Poetry of Wordsworth, Burns, Blake, and Coleridge 
Pope and Swift selections as well as others from the Age of Reason 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Bronte Selection (either Jane Eyre or Wuthering Heights) 
Victorian Poetry 
Poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins and William Butler Yeats 
Short stories from the text 
The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy 
The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 
The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R Tolkien 
Poetry of the Twentieth Century 
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
Pygmali0n by George Bernard Shaw 
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Perelandra by C.S. Lewis 
1984 by George Orwell 
 
I will provide the text and all of the books except: Great Expectations, The Fellowship of the 
Ring, and Wuthering Heights.  I recommend buying used copies so that the student can read, 
underline, and make notes in the margins. 

 



 

For my class, one also needs: 

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th edition) ISBN: 9781603290241 
The Academy Tutorial Writing Manual 
 
I will begin each class with a five minute quiz.  We will keep Literature logs on all the books we 
read.  Each student will be expected to create and maintain a literary notebook containing: 
Literature Logs, handouts, and all notes about the authors and poets.  I will grade these each 
semester.  I will often have movie nights for extra credit.  Students may also volunteer for in 
class dramatic readings.  In addition to the five-paragraph, three-point papers on the books, 
poetry, and short stories that we are reading, we will also prepare a mini research paper using 
the Chicago Manual of Style. 

First Day’s Assignment:  Read Great Expectations.  Students will take a quiz and discuss this 
book the first day of class.  The first essay will be a compare/contrast essay. 

In this class  students  will receive the benefit of  input from two tutors (for the price of one) -- 
Cherie Shepherd and David Shepherd (a long-time editor and publisher) .  This feedback will 
help the students with their assigned papers. This will be the last chance to hone writing skills 
before college.  In this course, students will: 

Ø become proficient in MLA style; 
Ø write a paper using the Chicago Manual of Style;     
Ø be introduced to research techniques;  
Ø grapple with the profound themes, motifs, imagery, and symbolism in the books they 

read;   
Ø compete for the prestigious DRS seal of approval on their writing offerings.  

Writing about a piece of literature aids in a deeper understanding of the book and its author. 
Practice in writing helps students in all the different disciplines. Our goals for the student are 
these: 

Ø Literary analysis exercised through poetry explications and three-point papers 
Ø Tight organization of papers 
Ø Writing substantive conclusions 
Ø Formulation of creative and innovative thesis statements 
Ø Learning to build an argument from the thesis statement 
Ø Introduce Chicago Manual of Style  
Ø Research skills (identifying credible sources) 
Ø Smoothing out prose by helping with word choices and good transitional words and 

phrases 
Ø Identifying and correcting weaknesses 

 
 

 


