
 
Class: 

7th grade Composition 
Tutor: 

Lauren Rupley 
laurenrupley@gmail.com (preferred) 
(615) 504-3089 (cell) 
 

Fees:  
Tuition:  $320 payable to Lauren Rupley 
Copy Fee: $25 payable to Lauren Rupley  
Other:  
Each student will need a binder with notebook paper, pencils, 
highlighters and a pen. I will provide weekly dividers with all 
handouts. 

Texts required:  
● The Academy Tutorial Writing Manual (can be purchased at the tutorial for $15.00) 
● Easy Grammar Plus (2007 Teacher’s edition)by Wanda Phillips(ISBN:9780936981130) NOTE: the 

1995 edition of Easy Grammar Plus has a very similar ISBN, but does not include the assessment, and 
several of the exercises are different from the current student text.  We are using the 2007 edition. 

● Easy Grammar Plus student workbook by Wanda Phillips – 2007 edition (ISBN: 9780936981147)  
Course Description: 
This junior-high level course will blend the structure and practice of grammar concepts originally learned 
at home with the joy of writing both creatively and analytically. In the Fall, we will cover specific 
grammar/mechanics skills necessary to communicate effectively and accurately. These include, but are 
not limited to: identifying the various parts of speech from a prepositional approach, modifying nouns 
and verbs, correctly placing objects, verb tenses, identifying correct  use, sentences vs. non-sentences 
and punctuation and capitalization. Parents will grade daily grammar assignments to avoid reinforcing 
mistakes throughout the week, and I will grade quizzes and tests. I will deduct points on grammar 
homework for students who do not complete the work or do not correct mistakes when asked, as 
evidenced by parent signatures on the syllabus given. We will further reinforce our grammar 
understanding through short creative writing assignments aimed to strengthen syntax, vocabulary and 
style. 
During the spring semester, we will review grammar while shifting our primary focus to composition, 
moving from crafting effective sentences to paragraphs to essays and poetry. Though students are not 
required to take the Academy literature class, we will use that class as a resource for weekly vocabulary 
exercises and writing prompts. By learning to recognize the elements of stories, literary sound devices 
and poetic techniques, students will also learn to craft more effective prose and poetry themselves. In 
addition to helping all students successfully learn the fundamentals of writing, my foremost goal for this 
class is that students learn the power of the written word and enjoy exploring it in a safe and welcoming 
environment.  
Lauren Rupley is available to tutor students already enrolled in this class; her hourly rate for individuals is $30. 

Average study time for this class:  2 – 4 hours per week.  
A syllabus and handouts will be given at the Walk-Thru with the assignments due Week One. 
Summer assignment: (due Week One) 
Memorize the preposition list from page 1 in the student text (page 4 in the teacher text), and complete 
the pre-class assessment from pages xiii-xx in the teacher text.  The assessment, like all tests given in 
this class, should be copied from the text, completed by the student, and stapled together in a sealed 
envelope with supervising parent signature before it is handed in on the first class day.  This 
assessment will not be graded and returned until the post-class test is given for comparison. Read the 
letter to parents and students. Complete the questionnaire for students and parents.  
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