
AMERICAN LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
FOR THE 10TH GRADE 

 

Tutor: Liz Costello 

Contact Information: lizgcostello@gmail.com 

615-406-0522 (text or call) 

Tuition and Fees: 

Literature Class Fee: $352 per year 

Writing Lab Fee: $200 per year 

Copy Fee: $20 

Text/Notebook Rental Fee: $20 (will be refunded at the end of the year once materials 
are returned) 

 

Literature Course Overview: Students will gain an understanding of the  
historical and cultural progress of our country through a chronological and  
analytical survey of American literature. The student will be trained to discern  
and discuss major literary themes in the assigned selections from the Puritan era  
through modern times. Students will learn how to apply literary critical theory to gain a 
better understanding of the materials covered in class. The format will consist of lecture, 
discussion, in-class readings, and student presentations. In addition to the text, we will 
read classic fiction, nonfiction, poetry, short stories, and drama.  
 

Writing Lab Overview: I will teach elements of writing that will help students to 
hone their skills and elaborate on the material covered in the Literature class. I will be 
able to work with the students individually and in small groups. Students will have the 
opportunity for peer-review and collaboration. Our focus will be the following areas of 
growth: 
 

• Students will learn the necessary skills to pre-write, outline, write a first draft, 
revise and edit their own writing, and produce a final copy. 

• Students will mature in their writing style—they will grow in sentence  
structure, word choice, and use of literary terms.  

• Students will learn necessary research skills for academic writing.  
• Students will use The Academy Tutorial Writing Manual and The Elements of 

Style to reinforce and develop the following skills--writing strong thesis 
statements and introductions, developing logical claims with strong evidence,  
integrating and paraphrasing quotes, crafting poetry and play  
analyses, and creating essay unity.  

 



Writing Lab for sophomores is highly recommended. We feel that all students  
need this extra instruction and time to work one-on-one with the tutor and other  
peers in crafting and revising their essays. I am also available by email or text for 
assistance. 
 
Writing Lab will be offered on Tuesday afternoon (the same day as class).  
 
Expectations: 
In addition to the weekly reading and quizzes, I will assign relevant research 
on author’s biographies, analytical questions, literature logs, essays of literary  
analysis, and a mid-term and final exam.  The quizzes are designed to ensure that 
students have read and understood the texts. They are not intended to be tricky if the 
student has read the material diligently. 
 
The average study time for this class is 6-8 hours weekly. This college- 
preparatory class is appropriate for sophomores and juniors because of the  
mature content of the reading selections.  
 
Summer reading: Students will read The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel  
Hawthorne and write a response paper on a given topic.  A detailed writing 
assignment will be emailed before summer break. We will discuss the book on the first 
day of class and take a quiz. 
  
Syllabus will be given at the August Walk-Thru. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMERICAN LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION FOR THE 10TH 
GRADE  

BOOK LIST 
PLEASE OBTAIN THE FOLLOWING BOOKS: 

TEXTS: 

The United States in Literature (provided by the tutor)  
The Academy Tutorial Writing Manual (available on the website)  
The Elements of Style by Strunk and White (4th edition, ISBN 0-205-30902-X)  
 
READERS:  
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
Great American Short Stories (ISBN 0-440-33060-2)  
Civil Disobedience and Other Essays by Henry David Thoreau, Dover Thrift Edition  
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain  
The Red Badge of Courage & Other Stories by Stephen Crane (ISBN 0-14-039081-2)  
My Antonia by Willa Cather  
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner  
The Pearl by John Steinbeck  
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
PLAYS:  
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams  
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry  
 
Literature resourced online: selected short stories and poetry  
 

Used copies of these texts are acceptable, and I encourage students to highlight or write 
in the margins as they read. McKay’s Books in Bellevue, thriftbooks.com, abebooks.com, 
betterworldbooks.com, Amazon, and eBay are all helpful resources. 

 

 


