
Course Description - Photography 1

Open to both middle school and high school students 

Instructor: Camille Blinn

email: camilleakers@mac.com 

This course will help the students become well rounded in the fundamentals of 
photography. Four areas of instruction will be emphasized: How cameras work, 
how composition works, how lighting works, and how to use photo editing 
software. Students will, generally, receive basic instruction, demonstration, and 
see samples of the desired outcomes, at the beginning of each class. Perhaps 
the most useful part of classroom instruction will be reviews of photos students 
have shot the previous week.  

The two main goals of Photography 1 are: 

1. Learn the basics needed in order to give the student more creative control 
over their images 

2. Expose the student to all various styles of photography so they can explore 
which ones(s) they would like to focus on if they decide to continue to 
Photography 2  

At the end of this course, you will: 

- Know how to use various features of the camera to have creative control 
of your photographs. 

- Be able to decide what type of lighting to use in a given situation to 
produce optimum  
results. 

- See how photographic composition can make or break a photograph 

- Understand how to use photo editing software to improve the overall 
appearance of images  



The course will cover the following topics: 

 1. Various Camera Modes and their uses  

 2. Flash Modes  

 3. ISO settings  

 4. White Balance  

 5. Drive Modes  

 6. Lens Focal Length  

 7. Exposure Compensation  

 8. Focusing Options  

 9. Depth of Field (Depth of Focus)  

 10. Basic Photo Editing  

 11. Portraiture  

 12. Landscape  

 13. Action Photography  

 14. Still Life  

 15. Candid Photography  

 16. Indoor Photography  

 17. Fine Art Photography  

 18. Black and White (Monochrome)  

 19. Basic Techniques of Lighting (Including: Front, Side, Back, Defused, etc.)  

 20. Basic Photo Composition (Including: Rule of 3rds, Leading Lines, Framing 
Subjects, etc.) 



Class Fee: $320.00 

Copy Fee: $20.00 This will be for printed information, checklists, artist 
biographies, color copies of artwork, art lessons, and timelines. 

Personal Supplies needed:  
- Access to a digital camera is essential! A digital SLR is highly recommended to 

receive maximum benefit from this class, but it is not required.  

- Computer with photo editing software and internet access. Photoshop (or 
Photoshop Elements) is highly recommended, but not required. If wanting to 
use something other than iPhoto, please contact instructor. Students are 
encouraged to bring a laptop to class if possible, but it is not required.  

- Camera battery, memory card for camera, and cord to connect your camera to 
a computer OR card reader. 

- It would be wise if students have a portable USB storage device to keep their 
projects on. One with storage of 32GB or more is recommended. 

Text: None. I will gather information from multiple sources. 

Homework: Hours will vary with projects, but average will be 2-4 hours 
per week. This course satisfies 1 High School Fine Art Credit.


