
Introduction to Great Films & Filmmaking 
Understanding How to Watch and Make Films  

Teacher: Thomas Purifoy Jr. 

Ages: 7th to 12th  / Cost: $320 

Addl Matls: Renting of films online or borrowed through the library. 

Overview: In this class, students will be taught how to understand films and the 
basics of filmmaking.  They will do this by studying famous films from the 1910’s to 
the 1960’s (almost all of these films were made under the Production Code, so they 
had stringent moral requirements to follow, therefore making them generally family 
friendly). 

The following concepts will be taught: production basics, genre, auteur theory, 
principles of mise-en-scene, basic film theory, film history, nature of a film set, use of 
cameras, music, principles of editing, and much more.  We will also look at how a 
Christian worldview should inform our understanding and consumption of film. 

Class format: Classes will include discussion and watching film clips. Film journals 
will be kept to track films. All full-length films will be watched as homework each 
week.  Students will make three short films either in teams or on their own: a silent, a 
documentary, and a narrative.  Grades are based on a combination of participation in 
class, quizzes, and work on their films. 

A few of the many films to be studied: Edison films, Chaplin’s Mutuals, Griffith Shorts, 
Keaton Shorts, Sunrise, Battleship Potemkin, Stagecoach, Philadelphia Story, Grand 
Illusion, Citizen Kane, The Searchers, Olympia, and more. 

Some of the directors to be studied: John Ford, Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, 
Vittorio de Sica, Orson Welles, Jean Renoir, D.W. Griffith, Sergei Eisenstein, etc. 

Teacher Bio: Thomas Purifoy, Jr. has owned his own production company, Compass 
Cinema, for over a decade.  He has produced, written, and directed a variety of 
documentary and narrative short subjects, as well as developed almost a dozen 
different video curriculums. His most recent project was Is Genesis History? He is a 
student of film and film history.  


