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Argumentative Writing and Research 
 

Tutor:	Kathleen Bond McIntyre KathleenBondMcIntyre@gmail.com 615-975-9447	
Grade Level:	11-12	 	 Cost:	$352	 	 Copy Fee:	$20 

 

Texts 
Title ISBN # Notes 

“They Say/I Say”: The Moves 
that Matter in Academic Writing 
– 3rd Edition 
Buy the edition without readings. 

ISBN 978-0393617436 This text is available for rental 

from Mrs. McIntyre for $5. Please 

let Mrs. McIntyre know by May 1st 

if you’d like to rent a copy. 

The Craft of Research 
- 4th Edition 

ISBN: 978-0-226-23973-6  

A Rulebook for Arguments 
- 5th Edition 

ISBN: 978-1-62466-654-4 
 

 

 

Preparing for College – Who should take this course? 
This course expands the writing education of Juniors and Seniors, exposing them to collegiate 
argumentative writing and research methods.  It is ideal for students who plan to study social 
sciences, law, business, journalism, medicine, theology or philosophy. 
	
Argumentative Writing, or writing with the intent to defend a claim, is a crucial skill for university 
students.  This course focuses on the critical thinking and analysis needed to develop and 
articulate a claim (opinion, belief, methodology), present and address counterclaims fairly, and 
present supporting evidence from scholarly research articles, contemporary writers and ethical 
theory. 
 

Argumentative Writing 
Students master writing with They Say/I Say format, learning to summarize and respond in first 
person to opposing views.  Effective argument is developed through important practices: 
asking the right questions, gathering legitimate academic research and acknowledging and 
answering the opposing point of view in an organized essay that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and addresses its concerns.  Students develop this skillset by studying mentor 
texts (examples of argumentative writing) and then applying these practices to challenging, 
controversial, current topics.  Writing about current events is an essential skill for college 
students, who are frequently asked to engage with professors and peers about world affairs 
and developments within their industry.  This course familiarizes students with informational 
texts, including scholarly articles and journals. 
 

Research 
The second semester of this course focuses on teaching students to read and understand 
scholarly articles, conduct research and become familiar with the methods of research 
appropriate for collegiate work.  In January, students select a topic, do preliminary research, 



then write and submit a research proposal.  Once approved, students devote the majority of 
the semester to writing a comprehensive research paper.  In this paper, students apply the 
argumentative skills learned in the first semester to effectively defend a claim a professional, 
polished research paper. 
 

APA and Chicago Format 
This class teaches the writing and citation style of both APA and Chicago format.  APA is the 
primary style of the social sciences; Chicago is a preferred formatting style for the humanities.  
 

Additional Preparation 
While this course focuses on writing argumentative papers, there are additional benefits to the 
critical thinking and research methods covered in this course.  The modern university, rather 
than being a place where ideas are welcomed and supported, is often a place where a 
student’s worldview is most readily challenged, opposed or even criticized.  Students must 
develop the ability to answer and support their worldview in the face of deliberate, and often 
hostile, opposition.  This course will help prepare students for the academic process of 
answering the questions presented by professors and peers and will help them develop skills 
necessary for defending worldviews in an academic, intellectual manner.  Additionally, this 
course teaches students the ten types of plagiarism and how to avoid them. 


