
8th Grade Literature 
Julie Guthrie - julie.guthrie@gmail.com 
 

Tuition: $320.00 Copy fee: $20.00 
 

Average study time for this class: 4-6 hours per week 
 

OVERVIEW: 

The 8th grade year is one of building bridges and making transitions to high school. In this 
literature class, we will continue to read engaging books simply for the pleasure of it. We will 
also begin to strengthen our literary muscles by tackling some more challenging reading and 
writing assignments. My desire is that students further develop their love for reading and  feel 
prepared and confident to begin their high school coursework. 
 

The only thing that rivals the importance of reading this year, is the importance of writing. These 
two disciplines are inseparable. The writing undertaken in the 8th grade composition class will 
interweave with and enhance the books and topics students study in the literature class. 
Although it is not necessary to do so, students are encouraged to enroll in both courses. 
 

BOOKS:  

We will explore a wide variety of literature together this year. Each student should plan to buy a 
personal copy of each novel listed below, unless otherwise indicated. Buying good used books 
is an excellent choice. Choose the unabridged version. Listening to audiobooks is an acceptable 
(and fun) way to read these novels. If a student chooses to listen to a story, they should still 
follow along in the actual text. (A complete reading list will be available at Walk-Thru.) 
 

READING LIST: (Course will include these titles and a few more TBD.) 

The Princess and the Goblin  (George MacDonald)  
D’Aulaire’s Greek Myths* 
The Wednesday Wars (Gary D. Schmidt) 
Romeo and Juliet (William Shakespeare)  
White Fang  (Jack London) 
A Christmas Carol* (Charles Dickens) 
The Hiding Place  (Corrie ten Boom) 
The Giver, Gathering Blue, and Messenger (Lois Lowry) 
The Time Machine  (H.G. Wells) 
A Wrinkle in Time  (Madeleine L’Engle) 
Oliver Twist (Charles Dickens) 
The Hobbit (J.R.R. Tolkien)  
 
*These titles would be good ones to borrow from the library, if your book budget is tight. 
 
Parents should feel free to contact me in advance  about any reading selection that concerns 
them for any reason. 
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JOURNAL:  

Please provide one composition book (or something similar) for the student to use as a reading 
journal. Most journal entries will be in response to writing prompts. 
 
SUMMER READING: 

I am excited to offer a new summer reading assignment this year. Students will participate in a 
two-part reading adventure:  
 
Part One : All students read  Where the Mountain Meets the Moon , by Grace Lin. This is the 
lovely, fantastical story of a Chinese girl named Minli, who works hard in the fields during the 
days, and listens eagerly to her father as he tells her stories about Jade Dragon and the Old 
Man of the Moon at night. In order to help her parents, Minli embarks on an extraordinary quest, 
where the reality of her life becomes interwoven with the magical tales her father tells.  
 
Part Two:  Students (and parents) select a novel they would like to read, from a Tutor Approved 
Book List (emailed to you at the beginning of the summer). My hope is that everyone will find 
something new and appealing to read, perhaps in a genre they already love or in a new one 
they would like to explore. Students will complete a creative assignment to help present their 
summer reading choice in an engaging way to the rest of the class at the beginning of the year. 
 
SYLLABUS: 

A syllabus will be handed out at the August Walk-Thru. 


